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good thing we’re not 
writing a database
how and why automerge isn’t a database







Charity Majors (@mipsytipsy)

"Never write a database. Even if you want to, even if 
you think you should. Resist. Never write a database. 
Unless you have to write a database. But you don't."





It’s a column store 
not a database!











Aristotle
“That’s not a database!”





COMMIT;
(now what?)





yo
lo!

🕒





local-first software



local-first software

“A distributed system is one in which the 
failure of a computer you didn’t even know 
existed can render your own computer 
unusable.” (1987)



local-first software

“A distributed system is one in which the 
failure of a computer you didn’t even know 
existed can render your own computer 
unusable.” (1987)

not a distributed system!





The map 
is not 

the territory.



The schema 
is not 

the application model.



The schema 
is not 

the user’s reality.



not my problem! 
(we’re not building a database)
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